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The twelfth International Congress of Orientalists will convene 
at Rome on October 12. Count Angelo de Gubernatis is president. 
The program is an elaborate one, in which the Bible figures promi- 
nently. It is not an uncommon thing that important new discoveries 
and hypotheses are first made public in connection with this meeting. 
So that reports of its sessions may be awaited with some interest. 

The house of Mohr, in Freiburg and Leipzig, announces the appear- 
ance of a new Kurzes Bibelworterbuch, edited by Professor Guthe, of 
Leipzig. His collaborators are Beer, of Halle ; Holtzmann, of Strass- 
burg ; Kautzsch, of Halle ; Siegfried, of Jena ; Socin, of Leipzig ; 
Wiedemann, of Bonn, and Zimmern, of Leipzig, all university men. 
The names of publisher, editor, and contributors indicate the critical 
and scholarly character of the work. This new Bible dictionary will 
be richly illustrated. 

The Macmillan Co. announces for publication this fall the fol- 
lowing works which relate to the Bible : the first volume of the 
Cheyne Encyclopedia Biblica, which was promised just a year ago, and 
for which we all have been somewhat impatiently waiting ; the third 
volume of Professor J. F. McCurdy's History, Prophecy and the Monu- 
ments, which after four years' time completes an extensive and a useful 
contribution to Old Testament knowledge ; a third book by Pro- 
fessor George H. Gilbert, following his Student's Lives of Jesus and 
Paul, entitled The Revelation of Jesus; and two volumes, the first to 
appear in the "New Testament Handbook " series, by Professor Shailer 
Mathews on The History of Neiv Testament Times in Palestine, and by 
Professor Marvin R.Vincent on The History of New Testament Textual 
Criticism. 

The concluding volume of Professor Clermont-Ganneau's Archm- 
ological Researches in Jerusalem and its Neighborhood is in the press, 
and will be published soon by the Palestine Exploration Fund. The 
important volume by Dr. F. J. Bliss on Excavations at Jerusalem 
18Q4-7, is now ready, as is also Dr. Post's Flora of Syria, Palestine, 
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and Sinai. Our readers will recall that the publications of the Fund 
can be had of the American secretary, Professor T. F. Wright, Cam- 
bridge, Mass. The July number of the Quarterly Statement contains, 
among other interesting matters, an extended report of the excavations 
made this spring at Tell Zakariya, and those now being carried on at 
Tell-es-Safi. Some account of these researches will be given in our 
next issue. We note also the elaborate paper of Sir Charles Warren 
on " The Ancient Standards of Measure in the East," a difficult sub- 
ject, on which there is great uncertainty and difference of opinion ; 
General Warren has done much toward clearing up the matter. 

One of the most valuable journals for the scientific and literary 
student, including the theologian and Bible student, is the Beilage of the 
Munich Allgemeine Zeitung. It contains discussions of all the leading 
problems of general interest to cultured readers from the pen of uni- 
versity men and other specialists, together with book reviews, extensive 
notes, especially on archaeological subjects, etc. New finds and dis- 
coveries, as a rule, are reported first through the columns of the Bei- 
lage. This scientific supplement to the oldest and best among the 
high-class journals of Germany has hitherto not been so well known 
among non-Germans as it should have been, because the publishers 
refused to accept separate subscriptions for the Beilage. This can 
now be done, and 20 marks per year has been set as the subscrip- 
tion price. The most feasible way is to secure the paper in weekly 
pamphlet form, twenty-four folio pages. In late numbers perhaps the 
most interesting article for Bible students is a detailed discussion of 
the Madaba mosaic map of Palestine by Schulten, in Heft 7. The 
great majority of the articles and discussions are of as great interest to 
non-Germans as they are to Germans, and scientific thoroughness and 
completeness are characteristic of the bulk of these papers. 

In the death of Carl von Weizsacker, D.D., professor of church 
history in the university of Tubingen, we lose one of the greatest 
New Testament scholars of this century. He succeeded F. C. Baur in 
the Tubingen chair, and his most important work was in the same field 
as Baur's, the early history of the Christian church. This work was 
translated into English a few years ago, from the second revised Ger- 
man edition, by Mr. James Millar, and published in this country by 
Messrs. G. P. Putnam's Sons (New York, 1894-5; 2 vols.). Professor 
Weizsacker's conception of the events, ideas, and literature of the 
apostolic age, while in some respects extreme in its departure from the 
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traditional view, has commanded the attention of all careful New Tes- 
tament scholars; and his Apostolic Age of the Christian Church ranks 
among the few great works which aim to interpret, on strictly historical 
lines, the primitive era of Christianity. Another book by Dr. Weiz- 
sacker which has had a long and large influence upon thought of the 
Bible is his translation of the New Testament into German, of which 
the eighth edition was published last year. His death, at the age of 
seventy-seven, closed an unusually long life of service to the cause of 
religion, and one which has contributed in an exceptional degree to 
the historical study and the better understanding of the Bible. 

The chief organ for popularizing the results of advanced theologi- 
cal and biblical thought in Germany is the Christliche Welt, of Leip- 
zig, a weekly journal most skilfully edited by Pastor Rade, formerly in 
charge of one of the main churches in Frankfort. The Welt includes 
among its contributors many of the university professors of the father- 
land, and demonstrates just exactly how the liberal trend and tendency 
in theological thought appear when presented to the church at large 
and when brought to bear on the problems and perplexities of the 
hour. One strong feature of the Welt is its steady consideration of 
theological thought in non-German lands, notably England and 
America. It is one of the most interesting church papers published 
anywhere. In the homiletical line this program of bringing the new 
views of the Bible and biblical things to the attention of Christianity 
at large is carried out best probably in several collections of sermons 
published by Curt Stage, of St. Paul's Church in Berlin. These are 
sermons on the old gospel and epistolary lessons of the church year, 
each sermon by a different man. Among the preachers are not a few 
theological professors. The more representative of the two volumes is 
that on the gospels, entitled Wahrheit und Friede, published by 
Schwetschke & Son, of Braunschweig. In popular works intended for 
the general public the results of advanced biblical research are fre- 
quently utilized. Thus, for example, in the exceedingly popular Welt- 
geschichte of Jager the presentation of the history of Israel is substantially 
along the lines pointed out by current criticism. In fact, the peda- 
gogical question as to how far these results are to be made use of in 
schools and public journals in general has become a burning question 
in Germany in recent months, and the general opinion among the 
friends of this type of thought is evidently in favor of popularizing it 
as much as possible. 
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Professor A. B. Bruce, D.D., whose death could be only men- 
tioned in the last issue of the Biblical World (p. 150), died in Glas- 
gow on August 7 last. His life had been in danger for some weeks, 
and when death came it produced, not surprise to those who knew of 
his condition, but an immeasurable sense of loss. Born in 1831, he 
was in his sixty -ninth year ; and while he was still capable of strenuous 
labors in his field, his work continuing up to the time of his sickness, 
he had already accomplished a work which in amount and character 
has hardly been surpassed by any biblical scholar of our time. The 
whole English speaking world is indebted to him in a peculiar degree 
for restoring to them the Christianity of Christ. No single writer on 
popular religion has exerted so wide and true an influence in Eng- 
land and America as Professor Bruce. His Training of the Twelve 
(187 1), his Kingdom of God (1889), and his Apologetics (1892), not to 
mention his many other valuable books, have found their way into the 
libraries — rather, into the hearts, minds, and lives — of countless 
thousands. It is probable that no other scholar of this generation has 
so won the popular confidence, or so drawn to himself the love of his 
readers everywhere. 

Professor Bruce was educated at Edinburgh, and entered the minis- 
try in 1859, first at Cardross for ten years, and then at Broughty- Ferry. 
In the year 1875 he was appointed to the chair of apologetics and 
New Testament exegesis in the Free Church College, Glasgow, which 
office he still held at the time of his death. We shall publish in a 
future number of the Biblical World a more extended account of his 
work, with an appreciative estimate of his character, scholarship, and 
influence, and a picture of Dr. Bruce as he appeared to those whose 
privilege it was to know him in these later years. Students who were 
in attendance at the University of Chicago during the summer quarter 
of 1895 will vividly recall the appearance, the personality, and the 
teaching of Professor Bruce as he then made himself known to us. 
We share the sorrow and the loss which his own country feels so deeply. 



